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Caltrans District 4 Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) 

October 20, 2009, 9:30 -11:30 AM  

Meeting Summary 
 

 

The meeting was attended by the following PAC members:  

 

Lindsay Arnold, UC Berkeley Traffic Safety Center 

Rocky Birdsey, Marin Center for Independent Living 

Tom Ford, City of Oakland resident 

Nathan Landau, AC Transit 

Robert Planthold, San Francisco resident 

David Simons, Sunnyvale resident 

Russ Taft, Contra Costa County resident 

Rochelle Wheeler, Alameda County Transportation Improvement Authority 

Sara Woo, Solano Transportation Authority 

 

In addition, the following non-members attended: 

 

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks 

Roger Bazeley, San Francisco resident 

Sean Co, Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

Lynne March, Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

Agenda Items #1 and #2 

 

The meeting began with self-introductions by attendees followed by a review and 

approval of the summary from the previous PAC meeting on August 11, 2009. 

 

Agenda Item #3 

 

Beth Thomas gave an update on the US 101/Hearn Ave Overcrossing project.  She 

explained that the purpose and need statement has been revised to include language on 

pedestrian and bicyclist needs. 

 

Aprile Smith gave an update on I-880/Stevens Creek Interchange. The project has 

sidewalks on both sides of Steven's Creek Blvd and the squaring up of the north side of 

the intersection has been retained. 
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Agenda Item #4 

 

Chris Ratekin updated the PAC on the Smart Mobility Framework and the Complete 

Streets (DD 64-R-1) Implementation Plan.  A link to the Smart Mobility Framework 

Draft Handbook had been sent out to PAC members by email on August 12, 2009.  Chris 

reported that she had not received any comments from the PAC on the document.  

 

Chris then described the revisions that were being made to the Smart Mobility 

Framework final draft report, as follows. 

 

 Principles of social equity and a robust economy have been added. 

 

 The Smart Mobility Framework will look different for different parts of the state and 

different types of transportation facilities.  For instance, it will include a rural model. 

 

 The implementation checklist will have things that the state and local agencies can do 

for smart mobility. 

 

 The Smart Mobility Framework will be reflected in the California Transportation 

Plan (CTP). 

 

 On the issue of regional accessibility, value-laden language was removed and a new 

appendix was added. 

 

 The question was raised how the Smart Mobility Framework will be used.  Chris 

responded that the Department currently has a lot of policy and needs to take action 

and cascade information throughout the districts, branches and projects. 

 

 The California Air Resources Board (ARB) may put the final on its website. A final 

draft for Caltrans review should be completely done by the end of the year. 

 

 Approval is needed by the Director; he wants it to be the new direction for the new 

decade.  

 

Kevin Herritt gave an update on the California Highway Design Manual (HDM) 

multimodal revision process.  The HDM is being enhanced to include language on 

complete streets, more guidance on determining the design speed and design vehicle or 

user, more design criteria for pedestrians and bicyclists, and sample cross sections. 

 

Also, the Division of Design is working with the Transit Branch for guidance on transit 

stops, in addition to potentially releasing a Design Information Bulletin (DIB) for Bus 

Rapid Transit (BRT).  A BRT DIB will open the door to address BRT in more ways.  The 

HDM is just for design standards, while information on signs, signals, and marking is 

covered in the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 
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The plan is to release the draft HDM revisions for review and comment in January 2010 

and to finalize the revisions in May 2010. 

 

Agenda Item #5 

 

The PAC had a discussion about which agenda item would be discussed because of time 

constraints. The PAC decided to defer the presentation on the Caltrans Project 

Development Procedures Manual (PDPM) to the January 2010 PAC meeting. 

 

Agenda Item #6 

 

Richard Haggstrom gave a presentation on the Caltrans Strategic Highway Safety Plan 

(SHSP) Implementation for Challenge Area 8 (CA 8): Pedestrian Safety.  CA 8 has eight 

action items that are discussed at monthly meetings.   

 

CA 8.4 (“promote pedestrian safety audits and implementation of recommendations”) has 

a new grant to help raise awareness.  The California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) is 

working on getting follow-up grant money for more pedestrian safety audits.   

 

Collecting pedestrian data is challenging, but a pedestrian data think tank is being 

developed to collect data and prioritize high crash areas, per CA 8.5 (“Establish a 

Pedestrian Safety Data Think Tank”).  It should be finalized in June 2010.  The Caltrans 

Division of Research and Innovation is looking at other states and countries to see what 

type of methodology is being used.  The UC Berkeley Traffic Safety Center is working 

with the California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and Caltrans to get to the 

issues (short term/long term) that need to be addressed. 

 

Richard then discussed CA 8.3 (“Pedestrian Safety Action Plans”).  California has taken 

the lead in promoting the use of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) template 

for Pedestrian Safety Action Plans to increase walking within local jurisdictions. 

 

Richard also stated that pedestrians are mentioned in CA 7.7 (Improve Intersection and 

Interchange Safety”), so there is some overlap. 

 

In addition, Richard mentioned that Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) is housed within 

Challenge Area 8.1. 

 

Richard described the CA 8 implementation team work and their CA 8 action status table.  

Some PAC members then asked Beth to forward to the whole PAC the CA 8 action status 

table and information about the CA 8 implementation conference call scheduled for 

10/22/09. 

 

Richard then commented that some challenge areas will need to be revised with the 

reauthorization of the federal transportation bill. 
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Roger asked if it would be useful to collect and tabulate data on vulnerable pedestrians 

and site types (for example, schools).  Richard responded that Challenge Area 16 is just 

for data and a transit person has been added to the SHSP team. 

 

Roger also asked about night lighting.  Richard responded that lighting is covered under 

CA 8.6. 

 

Richard also informed the PAC that Caltrans intersection reconstruction guidelines as 

they relate to pedestrians and bicyclists are being developed.  Various types of 

intersections are being examined including onramp and offramp types and roundabouts.  

This document will be used by the Division of Traffic Operations for pedestrians and 

bicyclists and there is already general recognition regarding what is missing so 

modifications will not be a surprise.  PAC members expressed interest in Richard 

returning to give a presentation and take comments on this item. 

 

Agenda Item #7  

 

Public Comments: 

 

Roger commented on the lack of visibility of the crosswalks on West Grand Avenue in 

Oakland and related safety issues.  This street is not a state highway and therefore not 

under the jurisdiction of Caltrans. 

 

Topics for Next Meeting: 

 

Sara requested an update on the Complete Streets Implementation Plan for the January 

2010 PAC meeting 

 

Russ requested an update on the SHSP for the January 2010 PAC meeting. 

 

Announcements: 

 

Wendy announced that the regional Pedestrian Safety Summit is scheduled to be held on 

1/29/10. 

 

 

 

 


